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SPEECH of A 


Fellow ComMMuNert 
To his FELLOW COMMUNERS of the CONVENTION. 


Mr. Speaker, jus 

HE preſent Providence deſeryes our moſt ſerious Thoughts, 
and truly Sir, Icannot but-ſay, that we are extremely ob- - 
lidged to the grear Goodneſs and valour of the Prince of 

Orange,who with ſuch hazard & expence has brought us ſo ſeafonab'e:-: 


and Eminent a Delivereace from Popery,and I hope from Arbitrary 


Power alſo. Sir, We cannot give him too much, unleſs we give : 


him more then our own (the Crown I mean ) we have been ofa 
long time taught, that is not the gift or work of Subjes, Soveraign.: 


Princes have made bold with on another, bur I am of Opinion 
whareyer Malice may ſuggelt againſt his Highneſs, he has too-No- 
ble a Soul co be guilty ot (uch an Artempt; he came nor hither for 


. greataels, he has it of hisown, and brought it with him, and Va- 


A 2: lae 


1  _— 
Lies being Optimus more than ' 70 which is the bet: wiy of * 
joyning that Imperial ſtyle rogzcher Optimus Meximusr: | layian 
confident it is more then he will [udze proper to receive, an that 
he:will chink ic more. tor his Glory to reduce the M1archy tt) it 
juſt and Legal Eſtabliſhment than to: be Kinghinyvelf, an to ſc- 
cure us againſt Popery, than to lead us into the Errors of it, of 
whch the moſt Peſtilearious are Depoſing Princes, and breaking 
Faith with. Heret i | 

Mr. Speaker, The Prince is roo great a Diſciple both of Religio1 
and Honour, nor to: be ſatisfied with our doing whart 1s agreeable 
ro them, and lect us nor preſs him one of his own Seariments, 
which have bzen the greateſt and mIſt Heroick, that have avppezar- 
ed in this latter Age of the Warld , leaſt, wiileſt w2 have taken. 
Armesto redreſs Grievances we do nor draw greater upon our (elyes,, 
and thar as well trom Abroad asac Home. 

For, Sir, when wz believe Catholick Princes.to have zeal {0 unſea- 
ſfonably fearce, and unſafe to- other people , w2 cannot at che ſame 
timethink they wil ramely iuffzr aCatholick Kinz to bs k2p: our of his. 
Kingdom, for lirthe more then being fo; an4T am affraid rhat this ' 
Procedure may Precipitate Ireland unto Extremities,and if it ſhoul.1 
follow the King ro France , all ſober ſenſible Men, know of whar ill : 
Conlequence a revolt tothat Crown may be to this Kingdom ; we 
ſhall chen in ſtead of Invading France find difficu'ties ro preſerve our 
own Conntrie ; nor for what [ ſee,are we ſure of being at peace here; 
the T yde his mightily abated fince the Kings going from Rocheſter, 
thoſe that wiſhed his. Humiliation: tn the G wernment, will by no 
means hear of his Excluſton and Perdition; from the Crown , they 
either believe the Fault none of his, or not- of weight enough ro ju- 
ſtifie {o. extraordinary exampie, Kings mult (ce and hear by. rhe 
Eyes and bats of others which makes it cheir misforrune rather then 
their Crime, that they do Amile. We are alſo of a Church char 
has been ſingular for her Honour, and. Defterence tro Kinos, and if 
we haveany-for Her,we ought-to T read tenderlie in this Point,and 
thar we may be juſt, two things compel vs toit for our own ſake. - 

T he firſt is.that. the molt of things that made rhe. Kings Governe © 
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ment ſo Obhoxious have already been done in this, we have had a& 

Diſpenſing Power exerciſed both at Exeter and at London, we have had: 
free Quarter conſtrained almoſt 1a all places where the Dutch' Army” 
has marched , we have in great part a Popiſh Army too, though 
that was one of the molt crying Offences we objected to the King, 
and from which we drew the moſt Popalar Notions of our inlecu-- 
rity, the very Money thar is now. receiving, was asked with Armies: 
on Foor, and all men: will conclude there was no retuſing a Pto-: 
poſal fo ſeconded : and how far our Famous Peticion of Right may” 
be concecned in this, the Gentlemen of the Law muſt determine ;; 
But [ dare ſay, this very Loan coul:1 nat etcape this Cenſure under 
aLawful Prince, and under vur preſent Circumſtances, we cannor 
reaſonably think the cale berccr. | 

Nor is this all, the ſecond Reaſon of our Caution ts, the Intle 
Truth, that at laſt appears in thoſe many ſtories, that above any: 
Charge ſeemed ro Alic-nate the Heares of his Subjefs from: his Ma- 
jefty ,, and to diſſolve that T yeot Aﬀettion and Dury they had rto- 
him as his «ubjeats. Such as the allarms we had here of a French In- 
vaſion ; the Kings ſelling the Kingdom for five Millions erir- the Iriſh 
killing Man, Woman and © hild npon the-Roads, rhe French Im- 
bark<d for che Je , but Mer and Sunk by the Dutch , the Forty 
Thouſand new faſhioned Knives of flzughter, the Queens Back Door 
for b1inging to Bed a Sppoſttitions Child , Her. cuffing the Eatle of- 
Graven and the Princeſs Anne , wich Forty more of that ſtamp, which 
time hath proved as Malitious as Fallez; how much they have in- 
fluenced to this preſent great change, .is not unworthy of our juſt 
thoughts and an{wer,. and in my Opinion itcalls upon us as loudly 
for a {pcedy Reparation. 

Mr. Speaker, Theſe are the thingsthat have driven- the King out 
of England, and it it can be proved that the Prince of Wates is 
art Impoſture , and that there was a L:cague wich France to cur off: 
Proteftarits ; - | think nothing has befallen. him too-hard meaſure 
for him; bur truly Sir, It is upon no otner termsthat the P-ople of 
England will part with their King, or with any patience think of che: 
ulage he has got upon that {uppolition,. : But: it is objected that ſfome- 
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of thoſe that were in Armes arciin a Spoianiſin, leaft their Eſtates 

and Lives ſhould beat the Mercy of the King, in caſe he recurns, I 
think the King will be ſo far from expeCting, and the Narion from 
ping ro it, that they muſt not only be all pardoned; bur thoſe 

Lords and Gentlemen that have been the Noble Aflertors.of our 
Engliſh Liberties at this junfAture muſt be poſted in the greateſt places 
of Honour and Truſt. I hope the King himſelf will fee irhis Intereſt 
to leave off |i:cle and Paraſitical Favourites, and be willing thar ſuch 
be Employed in all his Affairsashis People can confide in, and as 
will uſe their Preferments for the Honour of their Prince and the 
good of bis Subjeas. . 

" Mr. Speaker, The Objeftion againſt the Kings return upon the 
account of haying Deſerted his Kingdoms,by going into Franee,] am 
aſtoniſhed at , fince ir is plain he did nor voluntarly deſert us as the 
the Quecn of Swedland did her KingJlom , but was Attackedtrom 
Abroad and deſerted at Home, Conſequently,Sir, that cannot be in 


good Morality as well as Law,a Demiſe, Forfeiture, Surrender, or 


Abdication of the Crown of England. 
Mr. Speaker, I tear that it I have nottyred your Patience, Ihave 
been at leaſt ordinary long for ſome Members of a contrary Judge- 


ment,who Sir in this Convention, and therefore 1 ſhall add this. 


humble Caution , that our Convention con{ider-well their Power, 
- which Ido conceive, is too-fcantie ro-makea New King, though it 
may call home that tro whom we have moſt it not all of us Sworn 


Allegiance; Nay, let me ſay further , if our caſe were ſo Deſperat- 


that no Remedie would ſerve bur Creating a New King , our Con- 
vention has not enough of. our Fe/low-Subje&s for the reſt ro be con- 


cluded by: When thingsare TranſaCted according tothe known 


Laws and Ancient Cuſtomes, the uſual Deputics may deliver and 
ſtate the Intentions.of the People , but when ſo many and great 


Alterations muſt be made inthe Building that is to be for the com- 


mon Convenience, every Manthinketh himſelt worthy to be con- 


ſulted as well as the greateſt Archite# when he is to dwell in the - 
Houſe. Parliaments thatarte called by Kings cannot make Kings, and 
a Convention not called by a.King, and as. narrow bottomed as a: 

C- | Parkament. 
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Parliament is yct leſs nor a rt » becauſe it wants the SanQion 
a Parliament has, if then it ſecms a foleciſm that a Meeting leſs 
then a Parliament, can make a King withcut whom a Parliament can- 
not be; What ſhall we think of this Convention*'s making a King of 
him that makes the Convention > Can you AQ Lawtully upon an vn- 
lawful Call, or an unlawful Convention make him a Lawtul 


King> We are taught by an Engliſh Proverb , that no Stream riſes 


Higher than its Fountain. How is it pcſhble for them to give Au- 
thority to Govern that have none bur what they receive from him, 
who by our Law can have none,to give> Sir, This is neither more 
nor leſs than for his Highneſs to make himſelt King by a Medium of 
his own, a thing as much below him todo, as it is above usto 
think of,therefore if we muſt go tothis Work, letus call in more 
Heads to our Aﬀliſtance; a, rather Adviſe, and humbly move , 
that we Pray the Prince who has becn our Deliverer, to be our Arbi- 
tratour, tO give Limites to Prerogative and our Liberty, to ſecure us 
that are the Proteſtant Subjefs in our Religion, and to ſhow the Kin 
what ſort of Liberty he only ought to expect for his Roman Catholich, 
Subjefis ; Tay letus beſeech him toca)l Back the King for theſe 
Grear Ends , the accompliſhing of which will make both King and 
Kingdom happy , and the Gtcat Prince of Orange renowned in all the 
Hiſtories of Europe as well as in our Annals. | 
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